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They do not bind. They release. There are
many to whom the word freedom bears only
a political connotation; but Schiller, who
earned the title of the poet of freedom in
Germany a century and a half ago, in his
" Letters on Esthetic Culture " wrote as fol-
lows of the comparative claims of politics and
aesthetical culture:

The eyes of the philosopher and the man of the
world are turned full of expectation towards the
political arena, where, as is believed, the great
destiny of man is now developed ... If I suffer
Beauty to precede Freedom, I trust not only to
accommodate it to my inclination, but to vindicate
it by principles. I hope to convince you that this
matter of aesthetic culture is far less foreign to the
wants than to the taste of the age ; nay, more, that
in order to solve this political problem in experience,
one must pass through the aesthetic, since it is
beauty that leads to freedom,

In other words, aesthetic culture is not
simply a means to the gratifying of cultured
taste, but a need for the achievement of human
freedom. Goethe also regarded culture as
the way to freedom through providing a way
of expression for the true humanity which
lies encumbered within each bf us. Politics
is concerned with divergent interests and
leads to inartistic violence in emotion and